. Hydrodynamic size measurements and zeta potential for Au 15 NCs and Au 25 NCs.
Hydrodynamic diameters were determined with time-resolved fluorescence anisotropy, according to our published protocols [75] . The zeta potential was measured with a Malvern Zetasizer Nano ZS; it was negative for all AuNCs studied here. Figure S1 . Effect of AuNCs on the metabolic activity of U251N and HEK293 cells.
AuNC
U251N cells incubated for 72 hours with AuNCs at the final concentrations indicated, using the methods described for Figure 2 . The MTT assay assessed metabolic activities for at least two independent experiments, with triplicate samples for each data set. Results are shown as average + SEM; *, p<0.05; **, p<0.01; ***, p<0.001. The fluorescence intensity of 100 nM LysoTracker Red in PBS (pH 7.2) or 100 mM sodium acetate buffer (pH 4.5) was measured in the presence of different AuNC concentrations as indicated. Excitation was at 576 nm, emission spectra were measured with a Cary Eclipse Fluorescence Spectrophotometer (Agilent Technologies) between 586 to 700 nm using an excitation slit of 10 nm and an emission slit of 10 nm with a photomultiplier tube voltage of 600 V. The area under the curve (AUC) was obtained by integrating the emission spectra between 586 and 700 nm. AuNCs did not quench LysoTracker Red DND-99 fluorescence at concentrations up to 10 μM. AU; arbitrary units. 
